
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF PORT NECHES

4:00 P.M.                                                                                      March 2, 2017

MEETING

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit:

Glenn Johnson, Mayor
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem
Chris McMahon, Councilmember
Adam Anders, Councilmember

Also present:
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary
Lance Bradley, City Attorney

Absent:
John Davenport, Councilmember
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilmember Anders gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 
February 16, 2017, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.  

PROCLAMATIONS

Mayor Johnson presented a proclamation proclaiming March 2016 as American Red Cross 
Month.  

AGENDA ITEM 7 - RECESS THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO CONDUCT A PUBLIC 
HEARING 

Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:02 p.m.
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AGENDA ITEM 7A - REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION, AS A RESULT OF 
VIOLATION OF CITY ORDINANCES, FOR STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 1002 BLOCK STREET

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Clint Fore and supporting 
documentation regarding the rehabilitation or condemnation and demolition, as a result of 
violation of City ordinances, for structures located at 1002 Block Street.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that Mr. Fore was present at the meeting to provide any additional 
information that the City Council might need.  The City Manager noted that the purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to allow for discussion and comments prior to the City Council authorizing 
action to be taken as to allowing rehabilitation of the structures or ordering demolition.  The 
City Manager stated that the structures located at 1002 Block Street have deteriorated and are 
unoccupied.

No one was present to speak.

AGENDA ITEM 7B - REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION, AS A RESULT OF 
VIOLATION OF CITY ORDINANCES, FOR STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 2722 HAMPTON LANE

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Clint Fore and supporting 
documentation regarding the rehabilitation or condemnation and demolition, as a result of 
violation of City ordinances, for structures located at 2722 Hampton Lane.  The City Manager 
informed the City Council that Mr. Fore was present at the meeting to provide any additional 
information that the City Council might need.  The City Manager noted that the purpose of the 
Public Hearing is to allow for discussion and comments prior to the City Council authorizing 
action to be taken as to allowing rehabilitation of the structures or ordering demolition.  The 
City Manager stated that the structures located at 2722 Hampton Lane have deteriorated and 
are unoccupied.

Mario Solis, 4485 Treadway, Beaumont, Texas 77708, was present at the meeting.  He stated he 
has started the procedure to purchase 2722 Hampton Lane with intent to rebuild the structure. 
He requested that the City Council reconsider the demolition at this time. 

Councilmember McMahon stated he was concerned about the damage to the foundation as a 
result of the fire.  Mr. Fore stated that due to the heat of the metal during the fire, a structural 
engineer would need to inspect the foundation and structure to determine if the integrity of the 
foundation has been compromised.

City Manager asked Mr. Solis if he had a contract to purchase the house. Mr. Solis stated he 
started the process about ten (10) days ago. 

AGENDA ITEM 8 - RECONVENE THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL.

Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:07 p.m.
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AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPROVAL OF REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION OF 
STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 1002 BLOCK STREET

The City Manager informed the City Council that they have three options: (1), allow the 
structures to remain as is; (2), order demolition and establish a time period for completion of 
the removal not to exceed ninety (90) days, which, if not completed, will authorize the City to 
demolish the structures; or (3), order rehabilitation/repairs and establish a time period for 
completion of the work.  He noted that should the City Council approve rehabilitation or repairs 
and if such work is not completed with the specified time frame, it would then be necessary to 
reinitiate the entire demolition notification process; it would not be possible to simply order 
demolition at that time.  The City Manager also informed the City Council that typically, it 
appears that thirty (30) days has been granted to previous property owners to comply with the 
decision of the City Council.  

Councilmember McMahon made a motion to allow 1002 Block Street thirty (30) days to comply 
with the demolition order, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 10 - APPROVAL OF REHABILITATION OR CONDEMNATION AND DEMOLITION OF 
STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 2722 HAMPTON LANE

The City Manager informed the City Council that they have three options: (1), allow the 
structures to remain as is; (2), order demolition and establish a time period for completion of 
the removal not to exceed ninety (90) days, which, if not completed, will authorize the City to 
demolish the structures; or (3), order rehabilitation/repairs and establish a time period for 
completion of the work.  He noted that should the City Council approve rehabilitation or repairs 
and if such work is not completed with the specified time frame, it would then be necessary to 
reinitiate the entire demolition notification process; it would not be possible to simply order 
demolition at that time.  The City Manager also informed the City Council that typically, it 
appears that thirty (30) days has been granted to previous property owners to comply with the 
decision of the City Council.  

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold asked Mr. Solis when he was made aware of the demolition order. Mr. 
Solis stated he was told by the homeowner on Monday. He came to City Hall today to speak 
with Mr. Fore but he was out of the office. 

Councilmember Anders stated his concerns about having to begin the process again if we decide 
to reconsider the demolition order. 

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to allow 2722 Hampton Lane thirty (30) days to comply 
with the demolition order, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 11 - DISCUSSION REGARDING MOBILE CONCESSIONS

The City Council was provided with a copy of the draft ordinance regarding mobile concessions.  
The City Manager informed the City Council that this agenda item allows for the continuation of 
the discussion regarding mobile concessions that began at the February 2, 2017 meeting.  He 
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noted that since the February 2nd meeting, he had not received any questions/comments 
regarding this matter.

Mr. Donny Broussard, Pizza Inn (1501 Magnolia Avenue), was present at the meeting. He stated 
he was concerned about the effect mobile units would have on the brick and mortar businesses.  
He asked if the mobile units would have to obtain the same additional permits that his business 
has to renew each year.  

Mr. Tyler Blount, Neches Brewing Company (1108 Port Neches Avenue), was present at the 
meeting. He stated that all food services have to meet the permit requirements established by 
the Jefferson County Health Department. 

Mr. Mark Feemster, with Three Cajun Pigs (3143 41st Street, Port Arthur), was present at the 
meeting. He expressed his concern about the price of the permit fee. He stated that the City of 
Port Arthur has a permit fee of $42 and the City of Beaumont has a permit fee of $192.  He 
recommended that this be taken into consideration when establishing the permit fee for the 
City in the new ordinance. 

The City Manager noted that as the development of the ordinance continues, staff will review 
other City’s ordinances and take into consideration the needs of the brick and mortar 
businesses.  He noted the document will be revised to meet the City’s expectations of mobile 
units. He stated that the mobile units will have to meet all permit requirements established by 
Jefferson County Health Department.  He explained the draft will be revised and discussion 
continued at future meetings. 

NO ACTION TAKEN.

AGENDA ITEM 12 - APPROVAL OF THE QUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

The City Council was provided with a copy of the Quarterly Investment Report for October – 
December 2016.  Amy Guidroz was present at the meeting and reviewed the document with the 
City Council.

Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the Quarterly Investment Report for 
October – December 2016, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 13 - APPROVAL OF AN AWARD OF PROPOSAL FOR WINDSTORM INSURANCE

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from David Miller, correspondence from 
RWL Group (the City’s windstorm insurance consultant), and supporting documentation.  The 
City Manager informed the City Council that the City recently issued a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for windstorm insurance coverage for the policy year April 1, 2017 – March 31, 2018 with 
the option to allow for a multiyear term; the City covers $43,347,220 in values.

The City Manager informed the City Council that the City received one (1) submission from 
McGriff, Seibels & Williams of Texas, Inc. that was then analyzed by RWL Group.  He stated that 
this proposal includes coverage from several insurance carriers, each of which assume a portion 
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of the City’s risk as has been the case for the past few years.  He stated that the submission 
included a one (1) year term at a cost of $147,000 and a three (3) year coverage at a cost of 
$144,100/year.  The City Manager noted that with either option, an approximate annual savings 
of $35,000 is realized as compared to the current year premium amount.

The City Manager informed the City Council that RWL Group has recommended that coverage 
be awarded to McGriff, Seibels & Williams of Texas, Inc. for a three (3) year time period.  He 
stated that the amount of the premium would be $144,100 for the policy years April 1, 2017 – 
March 31, 2018; April 1, 2018 – March 31, 2019; April 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020.  The City 
Manager stated that in making this recommendation, RWL Group has indicated that it is 
doubtful that any further premium reductions could be recognized and locking in the amount 
would be beneficial in the event that the City filed any claims during this time period.

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to award the proposal for windstorm insurance to 
McGriff, Seibels & Williams of Texas, Inc. for a three (3) year term with an annual premium 
amount of $144,100, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 17 – EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session at 4:40 p.m. 
to discuss the following matters:

Real Property – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.072

Discuss acquisition, exchange, sale, and/or lease of property. 

Litigation – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071

Discuss pending and threatened litigation:

Consultation with legal counsel regarding Akhtar Housing Group, LLC, Jeff J. Akhtar, and 
Gurinda Akhtar v. Glenn Johnson, the Mayor of Port Neches, and Chris McMahon, in his 
official capacity, Adam Anders, in his official capacity, John Davenport, in his official 
capacity, Robert Arnold, in his official capacity, and Julie Gauthier, in her official capacity and 
the City of Port Neches, Texas.

Economic Development Negotiations, Chapter 551.087

Consultation with City Attorney – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071

AGENDA ITEM 18 – RECONVENE

Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 5:08 p.m.
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AGENDA ITEM 14 - APPROVAL OF DESIGNATING THE INITIAL VOTING DIRECTORS FOR THE BOARD OF 
THE PORT NECHES IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

The City Manager informed the City Council that the legislation involving the creation of the Port 
Neches Improvement District must include the names of individuals who would serve as the 
initial Board.  He stated that while the draft legislation currently indicates a Board consisting of 
five (5) members, it is possible to increase this number should that be the desire of the City 
Council.  The City Manager informed the City Council that he would not recommend the Board 
being larger than seven (7) members.  He noted that due to the time constraints associated with 
the filing of legislation, it is necessary to designate the initial board members at this meeting.

Councilmember McMahon made a motion to appoint David LeJeune to Position One (1), Leslie 
Symmonds to Position Two (2), Olin Clotiaux to Position Three (3), Doug Savant to Position Four 
(4), Lance Bradley to Position Five (5), Kathy Levingston to Position Six (6), and Aspen Hebert to 
Position Seven (7) as the initial voting directors for the Board of the Port Neches Improvement 
District, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 15 - APPROVAL OF LEGISLATION THAT WOULD ALLOW FOR THE CREATION OF THE 
PORT NECHES IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

The City Council was provided with a copy of the proposed legislation as prepared by Smith, 
Murdaugh, Little, & Bonham, LLP.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the 
legislation will be filed with the Legislature and if ultimately approved will authorized the 
creation of the Port Neches Improvement District.  He noted that due to the time constraints 
associated with the filing of legislation, it is necessary to approve this document at the meeting.  

Councilmember Anders made a motion to approve the legislation that would allow for the 
creation of the Port Neches Improvement District, along with a modification of Section 15b that 
would require Position One (1) through Position Four (4) serve an initial one (1) year term with 
two (2) year terms thereafter and Position Five (5) through Position Seven (7) serve two (2) year 
terms, thereby allowing the Board Members to serve staggered terms, seconded by Mayor Pro 
Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM 16 - APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2017-02, SUPPORTING THE CREATION OF THE 
PORT NECHES IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

The City Council was provided with a copy of proposed Resolution No. 2017-02.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that this document reaffirms the City’s support for the 
creation of the Port Neches Improvement District.  He further informed the City Council that it 
will act as a mechanism to demonstrate such support as the legislation proceeds through the 
legislative process. 

Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-02, supporting the 
creation of the Port Neches Improvement District, seconded by Councilmember Anders.  
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.
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AGENDA ITEM 19 – ADJOURN

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:19 p.m.

_________________________________
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 

ATTEST:

_________________________________
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary


